UTCC CELEBRATES TEN YEARS
COMMEMORATING A DECADE OF POSITIVE CHANGE

T

he UTCC published its first edition of the Voice ten lished an incident report and how to use it by the drivers. Startyears ago, on May 15, 2008. We are reprinting that en- ing on page 2, we have the transcript of an interview by Thom
tire issue, starting on page 5. As you can see, we had Clark at WNUA (95.5) Chicago Voices with UTCC chair Fayez
stories on fare increase, the 2007 wildcat strike, our Khozindar and Ron Florence that took place on May 2008.We
rally supporting victims of violence as well as invitations to join discussed many topics regarding the taxi industry. On page 15
UTCC in several languages. UTCC participated in a panel discus- we show some of the highlights from the past 10 years. We look
sion post 9-11 racism when the documentary film “A dream in back to dedicate UTCC once again to do everything we can to
Doubt.” was released. We have our first iteration of Common unite all Chicago professional chauffeurs so that we can be a
Sense Corner articles that gives advice to the drivers, further- force that must be dealt with. We look forward to another ten
more we published articles about FLY tickets, gas surcharge and years where we can steer the Chicago Transportation Industry
cost of living vs business expenses. We also created and pub- into a place in which drivers thrive.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What Will New York Do About Its Uber Problem?
By The Editorial Board of the New York Times on May 7, 2018

N

EW YORKERS WHO CAN
afford to avoid their dysfunctional subway system are
spoiled for choice these days.
In addition to long-established taxis, livery cabs, black cars and limousines, they
can summon rides through Uber, Lyft,
Via, Juno and other app-based ridehailing and ride-sharing services. While
this new surfeit of options has been a
boon to people trying to get around town,
it has also helped lay waste to the livelihoods of taxi drivers and turn New York's
already busy streets into glorified parking
lots - and leaders like Mayor Bill de
Blasio and Gov. Andrew Cuomo, Albany
and the City Council have yet to come up
with an effective strategy to deal with
these problems. Cities have a long history
of intervening to impose order on their
streets. No large metropolis can accommodate everyone who would like to drive
or be privately driven around - street
space is a limited resource, especially in
the densest neighborhoods and at the
busiest times of the day. In the 1930s,
during the Great Depression, New York
created its taxi medallion system because
drivers looking for work flooded the
streets, far outstripping demand and
driving down wages for drivers. With the
rise of Uber, Lyft and the like, the city is
again confronting a tragedy of the commons. Many other thriving cities, including London and Paris, are also struggling
to figure out how to respond to these new
business models. A big part of the problem is that elected officials have not updated regulations written for a bygone
era in which each type of car service
tended to stay in its lane, so to speak - in

New York, taxis primarily plied the
streets of Manhattan and the city's airports, liveries took care of residents of

the other boroughs, and black cars chauffeured the denizens of Wall Street. While
the city has issued just 13,587 taxi medallions - a small fraction of the more than
60,000 cars Uber commands - it gave
freer rein to the liveries and black cars
under the assumption that these specialized services would never become dominant. Ride-hailing apps have shattered
those boundaries by signing up drivers
with livery or black-car licenses. These
companies cast themselves as filling big
gaps in the transportation system, and
it's true that they have been great for
people in mass-transit-starved parts of
the city. But their growth has also led to
many veteran taxi and black-car drivers
seeing a devastating decrease in takehome pay. That's largely because they are
completing fewer trips than before. As a
result, the value of the taxi medallions
that drivers
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

must either buy from the city or rent
from taxi companies has crashed in recent years, going from a high of about
$1.3 million in 2014 to less than
$200,000 today. Over the past five
months, four drivers who were financially strained have killed themselves, and
many others have lost their medallions to
foreclosure. At the same time, traffic has
slowed to a crawl, to just 8.2 miles per
hour south of 60th Street in Manhattan
in 2015, down from 9.4 miles per hour in
2010, according to the city's Department
of Transportation. It makes little sense
for the city to regulate the old and new
guard of for-hire cars differently when
many New Yorkers use them interchangeably - as do some drivers, who
have been known to switch between traditional cabs and app-based services.
While it would be impractical for the city
to get rid of its existing regulations in one
fell swoop, it could phase in new regulations. A more thoughtful regime would
ensure that all drivers make a living wage
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Looking Back: An Interview with UTCC Executive
Director Fayez Khozindar and Spokesperson
Ron Florence
Interview with UTCC
on Radio WNUA, May, 2008
Thom Clark: With the summer travel season officially under way, tourists and conventioneers will be visiting our city for outdoor
festivals, business meetings and baseball
games. There is no better time to enjoy Chicago than in the summer, and there is no better
way to get acquainted with the city than with
a local who knows it inside and out. Taxicab
drivers have long been the unsung ambassadors of the cities they live and work in, they
know the neighborhoods within the neighborhoods, famous sites, best restaurants and
even the occasional local celebrity. Cabbies
come from all walks of life and from all over
the world. They put in long hours, sometimes
16 hours a day and they are also feeling the
financial pinch of high gas prices and stricter
city ordinances. Many cabbies are not Fluent
in English and some are simply unaware of
the new rules and regulations. To protect and
educate drivers, a group of cabbies recently
created the United Taxi drivers Community
Council (UTCC in conjunction with the American Friends Service Committee. The group is
growing in numbers and support and indeed
now has a newsletter. This morning on City
Voices we’ll here from two veteran cabbies
Fayez Khozindar who also is chairman of the
council and Ron Florence. Thank you so
much, gentlemen, for joining us this morning,
It's a sunny holiday weekend. What kinds of
visitors to your cabs are you likely to encounter this weekend? How to you greet them and
how do you introduce them to the City of Chicago?
Ron Florence: We serve the city welcoming
all kind of people and visitors from all over
the world; we always welcome all these visitors with open arms and wide smiles because
we think this is our capital and the city because its a tourist destination for everybody
and Chicago has a lot to give and therefore we
have to give more to the visitors by treating
them well, by welcoming and by giving them a
hand and giving information die right information {about] where they will go.
Thom Clark: The formation of this community council, Ron, is a pretty interesting development- Why did you feel the need to form
this group?
Fayez Khozindar: All cab drivers are diverse in nature from all over the world- here
in Chicago we have different cultures, different languages of cab drivers and we need to
bring all of these am drivers together so we
tdl will be on the same page.
Thom Clark: I know that cabbies often can
be the favorite target of people's complaints

UTCC
UNITED TAXIDRIVERS
COMMMUNITY COUNCIL
Our Vision
To organize and unify all licensed chauffeurs in the Chicago area, so we can collectively overcome oppression and achieve
economic and social justice.

Writers
Fayez Khozindar
Ron Florence (Left) & Fayez Khozindar
at WNUA (95.5) Chicago Voices Station

road rage, and congested traffic, can raise all
of our tempers, but you are out there driving
all the time. You must see a lot of this. How
do you cope with the car that is rushing down
the street and cuts you off in the middle of
trying to get your own customer to a hotel or
meeting on time?
Ron Florence: Well personally I would rather give that road rager the benefit of the
doubt. I love myself, I love my family, and I
would rather go home that evening safe and
sound with no injuries as opposed to trying to
challenge another driver for driving OJ' sharing the roads. Thorn Clark: And yet when
there are critical encounters, Fayez, City Hall
ends up hearing about it and then they react
back, don't they?
Fayez Khozindar: They do, but still this is
our duty and our role as an organization to
educate ourselves and educate our fellow
drivers not to do these things. We need to educate ourselves in this regard get them the
right path so they don't do drastic things like
road rage, insulting customers or behaving
badly. So we have this newsletter just for this
purpose, we have education courses we're going to conduct so the people in the driving
community will improve their English. Thorn
Clark: I'm sure like anyone else who relies on
the internal combustion engine to get to work
or to do their work like you do, rising gas
prices have to of really pinched your budget.
The city has recently passed a one dollar surcharge; was this useful and helpful to you?
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We welcome your contributions
feedback and letters!
United Taxidrivers Community Council
2040 N Milwaukee Ave, 2nd Floor
Chicago, IL 60647
E-mail: utccchicago@gmail.com
Phone: (773) 342-UTCC

THE UTCC VOICE IS SPONSORED IN PART BY

Fayez Khozindar: Really its not- this is not
the answer to our dilemma. Not only (is the
gas going up. (the cost of living in general is
going up and everybody is feeling it now.
Even the cost of food is going up, so the fuel
surcharge was not the answer. The city decided to do this so they can circumvent the drivers from proceeding for a permanent fare increase which that is what we need on the meter. A fuel surcharge is confusing to the customers and confusing to the drivers and we
need permanent fare increase on the meter.
What we're asking for 16% increase on the

256 Elm Street
Somerville, MA 02144

Listen to the rest of this interview and more on Fayez Khonzidar and UTCC’s YouTube Page!

www.resistinc.org
Funding social change
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Keeping with Tradition

F

lash Cab company awarded the family of the later Ablahad Ibrahim
a check for five thousand dollar on may 21st 2018. This award is
from Independent Taxicab Operator Benefiter Fund a program
which was started twenty years ago, a driver- if she or he wish, can
sign up and give ten dollars to the fund when one of the drivers pass away.

Manager of flash Rahul Parikh hands check
over to the deceased son Rony Ibrahim

UTCC SURVEY
Possible Name Change

UTCC is considering changing its
name to include all kinds of drivers;
Taxi, Limo, Black car, Suburban,
and TNP (Uber & Lyft)
The New Name would be:
United Transporters Community Council
Should the UTCC change its name from
United Taxidrivers Community Council
to
United Transporters Community Council?

Voice Your Opinion!
CALL 773-342-8822
or EMAIL

utccchicago@gmail.com

Yes, Change the Name
No, keep the same
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What Will New York Do About Its Uber Problem?
Continued from page 1
by establishing a minimum fare for riders, and a standardized
share of that fare for drivers, regardless of what kind of car
they drive. Or as Brad Lander, a City Council member from
Brooklyn, has proposed, the city could require companies like
Uber to pay drivers a minimum wage. Further, the city ought to
standardize regulations like those requiring that a certain number of cars be accessible to people with disabilities. The city
and state also need to create a smart congestion pricing plan to
reduce traffic while raising money for upgrades to the subway
and bus system, which would encourage fewer people to get into cabs and Ubers. The Legislature recently added a surcharge
on taxi trips below 96th Street in Manhattan: 75 cents for
pooled trips, $2.50 for yellow taxis and $2.75 for black cars and
Uber and Lyft rides. This charge is flawed. It does not vary by
the time of day, and lawmakers failed to impose fees on private
cars and trucks. A smart pricing scheme would discourage use
of all vehicles when traffic is at its worst and encourage car

travel and deliveries at off-peak times. Over time, the city
should consider whether it owes something to drivers who
sunk their savings into taxi medallions. Many drivers went into
debt to buy these permits because the city promised them a
monopoly on picking up passengers, a promise it has not been
able to keep. No doubt any compensation plan would be controversial, and working out the details would be tricky - the
city, for example, should not compensate investors, like Michael Cohen, President Trump's lawyer-cum-fixer, who should
have known that they were taking big risks by buying up dozens of medallions. Governments in Quebec and Australia have
compensated or are proposing compensating taxi drivers for
the lost value of such licenses. The city needs to make its transportation system fairer to paid drivers, responsive to the needs
of commuters and more environmentally sustainable. If the
mayor and other elected officials put their minds to that task, they might
also help set a model that cities around the world could follow.

CNN Investigation:
103 Uber Drivers Accused of
Sexual Assault or Abuse
By Sara Ashley O'Brien

A

fter an evening of cocktails in San Diego,
a woman got into the back of an Uber for
a ride home. She was so intoxicated she
had to ask the driver to stop so she could
vomit. She says she then passed out in the backseat.
When she regained consciousness, the Uber driver
was on top of her, raping her, a block from her
home, according to the police report and two
sources familiar with the investigation.
She was able to escape and dial 911.
Police later arrested the Uber driver, John David
Sanchez, 54. When they searched his computer, they
found videos of Sanchez raping women and abusing
young teenagers, dating back at least five years.
In November, Sanchez was sentenced to 80 years in
prison for the rape of the Uber passenger and 33
other counts against him, including sexual assaults
of at least nine other women and children. Sanchez
drugged many of his victims.

A CNN investigation has found that Sanchez is just
one of at least 103 Uber drivers in the U.S. who have
been accused of sexually assaulting or abusing their
passengers in the past four years. The drivers were
arrested, are wanted by police, or have been named
in civil suits related to the incidents. At least 31 drivers have been convicted for crimes ranging from forcible touching and false imprisonment to rape, and
dozens of criminal and civil cases are pending, CNN
found.
There is no publicly available data for the number of
sexual assaults by Uber drivers or for drivers of other rideshare companies. CNN's analysis comes from
an in-depth review of police reports, federal court
records and county court databases for 20 major
U.S. cities.
Republished from CNN
Read More at money.cnn.com/technology
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Date

Event Name

Location

Attendees

May 19 - May 22

2018 National Restaurant Association Hotel-Motel Show

McCormick Place (South & North)

70,216

May 22 – May24

NCA’s 2018 Sweets and Sacks Expo

McCormick Place West

18,000

June 8 – June 10

Chicago Blues Festival 2018

Millennium Park

Public

June 13 — June 14

KEHE Holiday Show 2018

Lakeside Center at McCormick
Place

4,500

June 24 – June 27

ISTE’S Annual Conference and Expo

McCormick Place (West)

18,000

June 25– July 2

2018 AAHFN Annual Conference

Sheraton Grand Chicago

1,000

June 26 — June 27

United Fresh Produce Association Annual Convention 2018

McCormick Place (South)

4,500

UTCC MEMBER NOTICE
Any new UTCC members that joined
through our affiliations program
($2 weekly) for American,
Blue Diamond, Checker, Yellow Cab,
Five Star Cab, and Flash Taxi-Cab.
Please notify your respected affiliation
or UTCC before taking a break, vacation, or retirement so we can suspend
or pause your membership.
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California Ruling puts Pressure on Uber, Lyft & Other
Gig Economy Employers
By Lydia DePillis

T

he California Supreme Court just changed the game in a big way for gig economy companies and the people who work for
them.

A ruling issued Monday will make it more difficult for employers in the state to treat their workers as independent contractors, who don't enjoy many of the rights employees do, such as a minimum wage, overtime pay, workers' compensation, unemployment insurance and paid sick leave. Independent contractors also pay their own expenses.
Many online labor platforms, such as Uber and Postmates, have said they consider the independent contractor relationship key to
their business model since it would be much more expensive to provide benefits and rights to which an employee would be entitled.
The case that was before California's Supreme Court involved courier service Dynamex, which converted all its delivery drivers to independent contractors from employees in 2004. Some of its workers then sued, saying they should still be classified as employees in
part because they worked solely for Dynamex, which exerted significant control over the assignments they took, their pay rates, their
uniforms and other aspects of the job.
The workers won in lower courts. When Dynamex
appealed, the state Supreme Court not only upheld
the previous decisions, but also decided to adopt a
standard similar to one currently used in a handful
of states, such as Illinois and New Jersey, for determining whether a worker is a contractor or an
employee.
It's called an "ABC test" and it lays out three requirements an employer must meet to prove their
workers are independent contractors: One, that the
contractor provides the service free from the company's control; two, that the service provided is
outside the company's core business, such as a janitor at a law firm; and three, that the contractor is
an independent professional engaged in providing
their service to companies other than the one in
question.
An Uber driver who has never driven passengers
before and doesn't work for other ride-hailing services would therefore have a hard time qualifying
as an independent contractor — unless Uber can
prove it's not a transportation company at all, says
Todd Lebowitz, a labor attorney at BakerHostetler.
"That may be the only thing that can get around an
ABC test," says Lebowitz, noting that California's
version is now the country's most strict. "If a ridehailing service is a technology company, then they
may still be able to meet that test. But it's going to
be scrutinized a lot more closely now."
Uber spokesman Matthew Wing declined to comment on the case.
Labor advocates hailed the decision, saying that
workers who claim they are misclassified as independent contractors have a much better case under
the new standard, at least for claims under California's wage and hour laws. (The ruling does not
change the definition of contractor for the purposes of federal taxes and other U.S. laws like those
that govern union organizing.)
"This test expresses the essence of the employment
relationship, and most on-demand companies will
fail it," says Rebecca Smith, deputy director of the
National Employment Law Project. "Most workers
will win."

Republished from CNN
Read More at money.cnn.com/news/economy/
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UTCC THROUGH THE YEARS

2012
Demonstration at Chicago City Hall for a
Fare increase For Cab-Drivers

2008
Demonstration at the Cook County Court
House

2012
Head of the United African Organization
Alie Kabba speaks of supports for UTCC
and our demands for a fare increase.

2012
UTCC Rallies with drivers as they
go on strike

2012
Press Conference for the 2012 strike at
the Sheridan Hotel.

2008
Rally at the Department of Business Affairs
and Consumer Protection damanding safety
for Drivers

2010
Chairman Fayez Khonzindar hands a
petition of over 2,000 signatures to
the Mayors Office.

2017
UTCC members assembles to fight for justice
at Markham Court House for the murder of
Ismail Abdulle.

2012
Jesus "Chuy" Garcia speaks during
UTCC Press Conference

2013
UTCC provides a praying tent for our
Muslim community.

2015

2014
Demonstration at alderman Anthony
Beale 's office demanding a hearing at
the Chicago City Hall for Fare increase.

UTCC conducts meeting with Chicago
Police department over driver safety.

Working for PEACE & JUSTICE
is a marathon not a sprint
-Michael McConnell
May 2018 — Anniversary Edition — Volume 11, Issue 3

American, Blue Diamond, Checker, Yellow,
Five Star Cab, Flash Taxi-Cab
and the

UTCC VOICE
Seldom do we show the recognition, alone the appreciation, for
work done on a daily basis on behalf of others, and for the most
part without compensation the UTCC is such an entity.
Realizing the need for honest and accurate communication in the
taxi industry, and our industry currently having no other reliable
communication network, to assist in that effort, our affiliations
have agreed to collect membership dues on behalf of the UTCC.
While we realize that we will not always agree on our needs, we do
agree that we will concur on most decisions. Accurate information
is a must and we commend UTCC on its efforts to disseminate information to both drivers and owners.
Drivers can request dues ($2 per week) to be collected and remitted on their behalf.
John D. Moberg, Yellow Cab
Henry Elizar, Flash Taxi-Cab

For more information call
773-342-8822 or 312-225-5411

