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UTCC SURVE

Possible Name Change

UTCC is considering changing its
name to include all kinds of drivers ;
Taxi, Limo, Black car, Suburban,
and TNP (Uber & Lyft)

The New Name would be:
United Transporters Community Council

Should the UTCC change its name from
United Taxidrivers Community Council
to
United Transporters Community Council?

Voice Your Opinion |

CALL7 733428822

or EMAIL utccchicago@gmail.com
Yes, Change the Name
No, keep the same

UTCCIS LOOKING
FOR WRITERS FOR

THE VOICE!

If interested, call:
(773) 292-5055
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Buy Your Own Car and Lease a Medallion

FOR ONLY $275 A WEEK!

*Everything included except Full coverage*

OR

Buy One of Our Fully Inspected Cars
With the Medallion on it and Pay

$275 A WEEK!

*In both cases you can hire a driver to
drive for you one shift and you have to
drive the other as long as he is on the

insurance.*

INCLUDES FREE PAINT JOB!

rnr Info Gall 773-465-9000
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Wha_1t Wil ANew Yvork Do About Its Uber Problem?
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* No additional cost. Payment covers affiliation with Checker or Yellow (you can split
the cost with another driver/agent). Ground Tax and WAV fee included in the $275. Read More at money. cnn. cor

CNN Investigation:

TAX I WO R KS 103uber Drivers Accused of

Sexual Assault or Abuse

Meda"ion Lease speCial By Sara Ashley O'Brien
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Cabdrivers to Daley:
“We need a permanent
fare increase!” as $1 gas
surcharge in effect

Cabdrivers denounce ordinance which includes controversial provi-
sions that triple fines, reduce fare rates to suburbs

CHICAGO — Taxi drivers have been struggling to make ends meet, and for
more than a year now, they have asked for some relief from rising costs, including gas |
prices. Inresponsetoa$1 gas surcharge, cabdrivers say itisnotonly “too little, too late™
but could result in a spike of false complaints against cabdrivers. The Daley-backed |
gas surcharge ordinance will raise fares by 50 cents when gas prices hit $2.70 and
$3.20. This ordinance, however, also includes several controversial proposals, includ-
ing tripling of fines, and reduction of fare rates for Skokie and Burbank communities.

Many cabdrivers say they are outraged over how the gas surcharge has
been handled- as of Monday morning, only a minority of cabs actually had signs
installed indicating to passengers that a Surcharge was in effect. “It is the city’s
job to educate the consumers about this gas surcharge- none of my customers even
know about it yet,” says Fayez Khozindar, chairperson of the United Taxidrivers
Community Council (UTCC). “Not only are the tripling the fines, but they’re set- |
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Groundbreaking victory
in Shen case as attacker
brought to justice

In February, veteran driver Stanley Shen, 57 years
old, was attacked by 26 year old Thomas Gniadek in broad
daylight without provocation.

“I want to know what I did to deserve such vio-
lence,” says Shen. On February 24, Shen was with a fare
at a stoplight at 18th and Halsted, when he was rear-ended.
“When the driver of the car behind me approached my
vehicle, I thought he wanted to talk, but instead, he started
repeatedly throwing punches,” says Shen.

Shen endured serious injuries to his eyes, mouth,
and nose requiring twelve stitches- today he leads the call to
justice. Shen’s attacker should have been one of the first to be
charged with a felony under a new Illinois law which prom-
ises stiff penalties for those who attack cabdrivers.

However, Gniadek was not charged with a felony
when he was arrested for brutally beating Shen- he was
charged with a misdemeanor. The UTCC supported Shen in
his demand that charges against his attackers are upgraded
to a felony, as per the new Illinois law, and dozens of drivers
came to both hearings at the Branch 43 courthouse.

At the first hearing the UTCC organized a lively
demonstration outside the courthouse, and cabdrivers and
allies chanted “An attack on one is an attack on all!” At the
second hearing, after continued pressure, charges against
Gniadek were upgraded to a felony- a groundbreaking victory
not just for Shen but for all drivers who face astronomic rates
of violence.

“It was very critical that there was a huge number of
supporters who showed up for Mr. Shen to show that the com-
munity is aware of the law and wants the law enforced,” says
advocate Myron Quon of the Asian American Institute. Ad-
ditional pressure comes from State Representative La Shawn

Cont. on Page 3

UTCC: Who are we and

where did we come from?
By Peter Enger, UTCC Secretary

UTCC?’s origins lie in the injustices
and exploitative working conditions faced by
Chicago cabdrivers. In 2006 an organization |
called the Council of Islamic Organizations
of Greater Chicago, attempting to respond to
the many complaints they had been receiving from the Muslim
cabdrivers here in Chicago about unfair treatments at the hands
of the City of Chicago, approached progressive allies who
could assist them in the endeavor to address these issues. They
found the American Friends Service Committee a willing part-
ner. The AFSC is a faith-based human rights organization with
a long history and track record of involvement in successful
campaigns for social justice all over the country and the world.

The AFSC made a commitment by hiring some orga-
nizers, training them, and setting up the Taxi Workers Organiz-
ing Project (TWO Project). This project began doing research
into the nature of the exploitation of taxi drivers here in
Chicago, identified possible solutions, and attempted to recruit
leaders and activists amongst Chicago cabdrivers who would
be willing to work with them to address these issues and reform
the industry here in Chicago.

Summer of ‘07: Wildcat Strike and Our Beginnings

By the summer of 2007, the conditions of work had
gotten so bad that many drivers had begun doing grassroots
organizing work (outside of the TWO Project’s organizing) to
address the many injustices we face. One such driver, Melissa
Callahan, called a wildcat strike. The strike energized many to
become politically involved, including some current members
of the UTCC. On another front, the village of Skokie attempt-
ed to ban parking by cabdrivers on their city streets, which
resulted in further activism by many drivers. The ticketing of
Muslim drivers at O’Hare Airport who were parking briefly to
prayer at sunset prayers politicized many others.

In January 2008, the AFSC organizers decided to call
together a group of drivers whom they had identified as having
a track record of dedicated activism. The goal of this meeting
was to see if those assembled could form an organization that
would work towards collectively addressing the issues faced by
Chicago cabdrivers.

At the meeting, a core group of committed activist
cabdrivers decided to form a Steering Committee to push the
work forward. In the coming weeks this committee would
become the United Taxidrivers Community Council (UTCC),
envisioned as a mass, grassroots, membership-based organiza-
tion, founded on democratic principles and transparency as
embodied in our Mission Statement and Code of Conduct.
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Ma 1s Kaashan Karnaa
By Ahmed Dahir, UTCC Steering

Committee Member
Aniga oo magacayga la

yidhaa Axmed Maxamed
Daahir ahna tagsiile. Mudo
markaan eegay dhibaatada
tagsiilayaasha magaalada

Chicago ay ku nool yihiin

waxaan goostay go’aan ah inaan ka qayb qaato
abuurida iskaashato difaacda una hadala tagsii-
leyaasha.
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