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Bhairavi Desai; executive director of the New York
Taxi Workers Alliance, told the aldermen:

“I must say to you frankly, with all due respect, the idea that leases
have gone up when the fares have not have made the regulatory body

of this city truly, you know, a laughingstock in the rest of the country,’

(4

Desai said that New York City just raised cab fares 17%, which has
helped considerably in earning a living wage.

Fare Increase Hearing

Continued from page 1

the UTCC to go after companies and garages that
are defrauding drivers. We are consumers, and we
deserve protection. The Dept. of Business Affairs
and Consumer Protection has a duty to protect us.

Two—we are calling for a moratorium on the
new lease cap rates. In the absence of a fare in-
crease for drivers, it in unfair to give the owners
permission to charge more for their leases and
cause more financial hardships for the drivers. Let
the drivers make some money for a change before
asking us to pay for all the new hybrid technology.

Three—we are calling for an immediate end to
the CNG “Fast Track/Short Trip” program at the
airports. This program significantly and negatively
affects the income of those drivers who concen-
trate on working at the airports. It also gives unfair
economic advantage to a class of drivers, who have
learned how to “game’ the system, and get more
than their due of airport fares. It has been in effect
over a year, it has achieved its goal, and it is time
it was ended.

All in all, we in the UTCC were glad we were
able to make our case at the Transportation Com-
mittee Hearing. What we were not so happy about
was the poor turnout of drivers to support what
we had all worked so hard to achieve. Out of
thousands of drivers who sacrificed by striking on
two Mondays, and hundreds of drivers who said
they would come to the Hearing, only 30-40 driv-
ers showed up. We need to do better than that,
Chicago Cabdrivers! We were also disappointed
at the lack of interest and participation displayed
by the Aldermen who attended. Out of seventeen
members of the Transportation Committee, only
five or six showed up, and none of them asked us
any questions about our testimony.

The Cabdriver Movement in Chicago will con-

A-N-G-E-R

Anger! It is something that | have and so do you.
We feel it all day long.

We get up and go out of the house with hopes.
Hopes that the money will be better today. That the
business will be like it once was. That we can pay
our bills and not have to struggle so damn hard. It
seems like the harder we try the worse it gets. Spots
that we once could make money at are now covered
by DBACP cops and $200.00 tickets are given. |
have been driving a taxi for 38 years and | have
never seen it this bad. All my tricks are not work-
ing. | come home with less money each month each
year. | just do not know how any driver can survive
the way things are going. Anger is something that is
very present in each of us.

I have good conversations, sometimes, with a
passenger but so much of the time when | speak
to them it is like | do not exist. We all have prob-
lems but | am a human being Damn it respect me
'l am driving you. | have your life in my hands yet
you have the nerve with your arrogance to treat
me with disrespect because you see me as lower.
Because my eyes and skin are dark or because |
come from another country. Who are you passen-
ger of Chicago to treat me as nothing. | have seen,
done, and learned things that you can not imagine
I Anger we carry it with us.

Sometimes we have a good day. It was raining or
there was a convention in town and we got some
money in our pocket. We feel a little hope. The
constant feeling of being tired gets a little less. We
say to ourselves with this money | can get on top of

things may be a little. Then it happens. Some cop

is on us. It may have been our fault but a guy tries
the best he can. Or we get home and there is a blue
ticket in the mail and we know what that means.
We will go down to 400 West Superior and they
the City of Chicago will steal from us and the fat
boy will laugh at us and all around us we are made
to feel like we are no good. The anger builds and
builds. We want to punch those who are hurting us.
Stop stealing from us this City, this nation, that was
supposed to be a place where | could make hopes
come true. All we know is anger !

For me the hardest part, maybe it is for you, is

when we go home. Soon as | walk in the door my
wife looks at me and gets quiet. She can see the
anger in my face. This is the person that we love
who has been with us and yet all we want to do is
get away from her

and put a beer in our hand and another beer till
we feel no more. But then our son or daughter runs
to us their beautiful dark eyes shining with love for
their Dad or Mom who drives a taxi and our heart
opens up to our child for a moment and then our
beautiful child says to us, “Daddy could you buy me
this”. Each of us begins to cry inside because all we
want to do is buy our child the world and we can not
even buy them this small thing that they ask of us
with all of their love and faith in us there Dad and
Mom. The anger we carry all day hurts. It is destroy-
ing our family, and it is destroying our bodies. Are
there ways that we could let our anger out ?

| do not know about you but | am tired of being
angry. | need some way to say to the powers that
control my life that you will not control when | work.
| am tired of being angry. | am tired of talking to
other guys about being pissed. Maybe it is time to
be quiet and feel the anger, the strength inside us
and say to the City, the rich, the powers that run our
lives that we decide when we work. The STRIKE is
my way of showing that | am a man. That | am a
woman, who drives, who has to feed her children. It
no longer matters how many guys go out. Enough
is enough ! | strike because this is my time to let my
anger out. IT IS OUR TIME!!!

—BILL BURNS
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A Personal Story

BY JAMES BRUCE KING

NTIL MY ESCAPE—ER—RETIRE-
MENT FROM THE CHICAGO CAB IN-
DUSTRY last fall, I drove a taxi in our
fair city for thirty-nine years. It is not
surprising, then, that a good number
of my friends are cab drivers as well. Though I am
no longer actually providing transportation services
to the residents and visitors in Chicago, its concerns
are in my blood. I have decided to try to work for
the benefit of my friends and comrades for as long
as | can make a difference. Perhaps now that I have
cut the ties that bind, and gotten out from under
the crushing control of this most corrupt and re-
pressive city administration, I can remain a voice
for the benefit of this hard-working and much ma-
ligned sector of our population.

One issue that desperately needs to be addressed is
the systematic extortion of the hard-earned dollars
earned by those in our industry.

I have a good friend from Morocco. His name is
Itfal. My friend speaks fluent Arabic, French and
English. He came to America to seek opportunity,
attended college, became proficient at operating
computers, and even became a United States citi-
zen. Itfal is a good citizen. He lives his life in the
highly moral way instructed to him in the Koran.
My friend is a hard-working man working eighty-
four hours a week in the demanding industry. Itfal is
an extremely kind and generous man who helps his
fellow human beings, and has a great deal of empa-
thy for the suffering of others as our world spins out
of control. Meanwhile his own world, and that of
the other working class people, is constantly being
degraded by the Chicago Machine.

The Transportation Committee, and Vehicle
Commission, under the orders of a succession of
mayors, gleefully go about their tasks of disempow-
ering cab drivers and squeezing every ounce out of
them, untl now they have been wrung dry! The
evil, omnipresent shadow of Ed Burke looms over
us throughout the years, from one Machine mayor
to the next. As we observe throughout it all, “the

more things change, the more they stay the same”,
despite the changing nuances in the dynamics of the
persecution. Changes made in the cab business are
almost always made to enhance the ongoing anti-
labor agenda, as “The City” tightens its strangle-
hold on the drivers, and incentivizes the owners
with more and more riches. Beware of the prover-
bial “Greek bearing gifts”. Remember the lessons
learned by the ancient Trojans at such a high cost.
When told that the Gandolph Computer or the
highly inaccurate Geake ground positioning sys-
tem is a change for the better—a boon to the in-
dustry—receive the “news” with a healthy dose of
skepticism. Oh well, I guess that is a fait accompli.
When the new hybrids are touted for the fuel sav-
ings that will result, and the financial benefits that
will accrue to the drivers, watch the administra-
tion’s left hand, not just the enticing right hand!
The savings in gas is certainly a boon to the envi-
ronment, but from a bottom-line financial point of
view, when that fuel savings is connected to lease fee
raises, it is simply a way to farther enrich the mil-
lionaire cab owners, mostly brought in from New
York City. These modern-day carpet-baggers could,
of course, be expected to support the city initia-
tives that crop up from time to time. More than
Gestapo-type police chiefs with ironically-appro-
priate names are imported from the “Gig Apple”.
I dare say that more than education leaders who
are unable to speak intelligible English are brought
in from the State of New York (this despite his
overwhelming unpopularity amongst rank-and-file
teachers from his “home state”). When the drivers
are offered a fare increase, that is good...but when
that increase is tied to an increase in the glut of
cabs that have already been dumped on our city—
watch the left hand! You drivers, made desperate by
the City’s policies, are merely being used as a con-
duit in transferring your hard work and your hard
earned dollars to the pockets of the rich—politi-
cally connected New York City-style owners. The
City of Chicago—the owners—self-perpetuating
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power—a symbiotic relationship that once again
leaves the drivers “the odd man out”. When ugly,
morally objectionable and dangerous advertis-
ing signs are placed atop taxi cabs, supposedly to
benefit the drivers,(and the money then paid to
drivers), when television screens are installed in the
back of taxi cabs, touting the city’s positions, all of
these changes supposedly beneficial to the drivers
and the public...beware! Watch the left hand!

All of the leads us back to my friend Italy. To a cab
driver, who works twelve to eighteen hours per shift,
his front seat is his office. This is especially true in
light of the City’s prohibition on driver’s personal
property being kept in the car’s trunk. The driver’s
cell phone is his OR her life-line. It is to be used n
emergencies. It is his or her way of communication
with his or her “preferred” customers—one of the
only ways drivers have of trying to overcome the
stifling glut of taxis on the street and eking out a
living...one of the only ways to try to defray the
ever-increasing fines, penalties, fees and expenses as-
sociated with driving a cab in Chicago.

I will simply state this. My good friend and our
good citizen Itfal was recently fined three hundred
dollars for using his cell phone while working. This
is multiple times the fine imposed upon the pub-
lic at large. In coming editions, we hope to address
some of the other inequities involving fines, fees,
etc. unfairly imposed upon us by the succession of
racist, classist mayors of Chicago for almost half a
century.

In the next edition, I hope to relate to the readers
of this newspaper my own personal story of harass-
ment and persecution. It is a story of a $2000 fine
imposed upon the author for a piece of art work—a
work that was used to open up the gallery at 208
South Wabash avenue in March of 2010. Be sure
to read my account. You'll find it fascinating and
galling, credible and, unfortunately all too familiar
in its essence, to many of you. To many of the rest,
it will be informative. Remember, always watch the

left hand! ®

On September 4th, UTCC was visited by 25
Freshmen students from DePaul University. We
created asurvey for the students to take around
to drivers asking what was the most important
and what UTCC, as a voice, should focus on
next. The students were split into groups, lead
by Fayez Khozindar, Liz Nerat, Ehsan Ghoreishi,
and Peter Enger who then took them around to
different cab stands downtown where they met
andsurveyedthe drivers they encountered. Af-
terwards, we talked with the students; they all
felt as though they had gained a new perspec-
tive on the taxi industry and a deeper under-
standing and empathy the difficulty and chal-
lenge met at every day by drivers.

While we have compiled preliminary infor-
mation from the 180 surveys we have gotten,
we will continue to collectsurveysand create a
broader analysis.

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER: @UTCCCHICAGO
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STRIKE ?

It seems that if we are looking at striking in any
way that we need to answer certain questions

*

*

*

WHAT WOULD BE OUR SPECIFIC PURPOSE
IN STRIKING ?

WHAT WOULD WE COULD WE ACHIEVE
BY STRIKING ?

WHAT FORM WOULD A STRIKE TAKE
AS TO THE LENGTH OF THE STRIKE AND
WHERE ?

WHAT IMPACT COULD THE STRIKE HAVE
ON THE CITY POWERS, THE PUBLIC, AND
OUR FELLOW DRIVERS ?

WHAT ARE THE HISTORY OF STRIKES
AMONG TAXI DRIVERS IN CHICAGO ?

IN WHAT WAYS HAVE THESE STRIKES
BEEN SUCCESSFUL OR NOT ?

IN WHAT WAYS COULD WE DEFINE FOR
THE PUBLIC, THE DRIVERS, AND THE
POWERS THAT BE A SUCCESSFUL STRIKE?

OTHER QUESTIONS ?

It seems to me that there are four phases to a suc-

cessful strike:

1.

Dialogue and forums at the airports, restau-
rants, at religious meeting places, and through
the pages of the VOICE. In this process we
identify key leaders from different ethnicities
and a core group of drivers that are willing to

walk the talk. Organizers for UTCC can keep a
written record of their encounters with Drivers.
We are seeking to answer the question will
a certain number of Drivers participate in a
strike with specific goals that They and we of
UTCC have arrived at through dialogue ?

This first phase could take three weeks of in-
tensive Outreach. At the end of this time we
can consolidate the reports and make a deci-
sion as to whether to proceed to the next phase.
Intensive Outreach with this core group of
Drivers from different ethnicities that will seek
to reach more and more Drivers. With an af-
finity group of five drivers as a start each Driver
in that group knows five other guys, and so like
weeds we spread.

Part of the Outreach in this phase is to the
public, our coalition partners, medallion own-
ers, selected media, and selective Alderman.

Again reports are gathered and at the end
of say three to four weeks we will determine
whether a strike is feasible in terms of support
for our goals.
THE STRIKE ! BLANKET SELECTED
AREAS OF HIGH CONCENTRATION
OF DRIVERS WITH FLYERS AND OUT-
REACH TO MEDIA. BANNERS AND VI-
SUAL AIDS IN KEY PLACES.

Mobile Affinity groups of five engage in

dialogue with Drivers encouraging them to

4.

honor the strike. These groups of five are
constantly on the move throughout the strike
educating Drivers and defining success.

The Strike should to seek to educate, and
build discipline, cooperation, and responsibil-
ity among Drivers. It can be seen as an Action
among many actions that will be coming,.

What are other tactics and ideas for the

strike ?
WHAT DID WE ACHIEVE WITH THIS
STRIKE ? HAVE WE MANAGED TO DE-
FINE IT AS SUCCESSFUL ? IT IS VERY
IMPORTANT THAT WE PROCESS
WHAT WE HAVE LEARNED TO LINK IT
UP WITH FUTURE ACTIONS.

WHAT IS THE FOLLOW-UP TO THE
STRIKE » WE NEED TO GET

FEEDBACK, FROM DRIVERS, THE
PUBLIC, THE MEDIA, OUR

SUPPORTERS, AND THE POWERS
THAT BE.

Any plan is always fragmented, incomplete, and

never in the way we might envision. But we can if

we so choose start the process so that the STRIKE

BECOMES A TOOL IN OUR ARSENAL.

Your thoughts and feeling please. I would like

this piece in some measure to be handed out to
Drivers at the General Meeting and the Strike
Committee meeting.

—BILL BURNS

CHICAGO TAXI DRIVERS:

WERE YOU AWARE OF THE STRIKES ON JuLYy 2 AND 9? YES / No

Dib YOU PARTICIPATE? WHY OR WHY NOT?

WHAT IS MOST IMPORTANT TO YOU?

FARE INCREASE

CNG VEHICLES

400 W. SUPERIOR

OTHER

WHAT SHOULD WE DO NEXT?

CITY-WIDE STRIKE

OTHER

How MUCH IS YOUR LEASE?

2 3 4 5
LEASE OVERCHARGES 2 3 4 5
2 3 4 5
2 3 4 5
SHUT DOWN O'HARE 2 3 4 5
CircLE CiTY HALL 2 3 4 5
2 3 4 5
PROTEST 400 W.SUPERIOR 2 3 4 5
WHICH AFFILIATION DO YOU WORK AT?
12 HOUR OR 24 HOUR?
WouLD YOU LIKE TO PARTICIPATE IN FUTURE ACTIONS WITH UTCC? YEs / No

IF SO, PLEASE PROVIDE YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION:
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MEDALLION TRANSFERS
FROM 8/14/12 TO 9/4/12

Closing Date PV Number

8/14/12 4515 $348,000
8/14/12 1838 $348,000
8/14/12 2144 $348,000
8/15/12 6814 $350,000
8/15/12 1667 $330,000
8/15/12 4039 $350,000
8/15/12 4051 $350,000
8/16/12 4922 $348,000
8/16/12 6815 $348,000
8/16/12 292 $348,000
8/16/12 801 $348,000
8/16/12 453 $348,000
8/16/12 1431 $348,000
8/16/12 68 $385,000
8/17/12 4026 $348,000
8/17/12 4200 $348,000
8/17/12 699 $348,000
8/17/12 1735 $348,000
8/17/12 858 $348,000
8/17/12 899 $348,000
8/21/12 1638 $348,000
8/21/12 2370 $348,000
8/21/12 3719 $348,000
8/21/12 3956 $348,000
8/22/12 794 $348,000
8/22/12 1299 $348,000
8/22/12 1593 $348,000
8/22/12 1688 $348,000
8/22/12 1373 $348,000
8/22/12 1559 $348,000
8/27/12 312 $348,000
8/27/12 452 $348,000
8/27/12 3982 $345,000
8/27/12 4013 $345,000
8/27/12 212 $348,000
8/27/12 1679 $348,000
8/27/12 4044 $348,000
8/27/12 4147 $348,000
8/27/12 4399 $348,000
8/27/12 4809 $348,000
8/27/12 598 $348,000
8/27/12 4836 $348,000
8/28/12 1972 $330,000
8/30/12 1690 $330,000
8/30/12 1609 $330,000
8/30/12 1873 $390,000
8/30/12 261 $390,000
8/30/12 1956 $325,000
8/31/12 3821 $335,000
8/31/12 4256 $335,000
8/31/12 4780 $335,000
8/31/12 4384 $335,000
8/31/12 4462 $335,000
9/4/12 3817 $330,000
9/4/12 4585 $330,000
9/4/12 4625 $330,000
9/4/12 4822 $330,000

Members of UTCC's steering committee sitting and listening to
their fellow cab drivers at the Fair Increase Hearing.

Members of UTCC at a steering committee meeting.

GET INVOLVED IN THE STRUGGLE
AGAINST UNJUST FEES & TAXES!

Join the fight for rights, respect & human dignity!
CALL UTCC: 773-342-8822

ACTION COMMITTEE MEETINGS

WiLL BE HELD AT UTCC oFFICE EVERY MONDAY AT
2 PM. LET'S COME TOGETHER TO MAKE PLANS, AND
DEVELOP UNITY, COOPERATION AND COMMUNICATION
AMONG ALL CHICAGO CABDRIVERS!

MONDAYS - 2PM @ 2040 N. MILWAUKEE AVE.
UTCCCHICAGO@GMAIL.COM = (773) 342-8822
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2040 M. MILWAUKEE, CHICAGO IL 60647 .
PHONE: (773) 342-UTCC (8822) : ;
E-mMAall INFOSGOUTCD . ORG
WY SOUITCC ORG

American Friends Service Committee, Community Ally

LINITED TAXIDRIVERS COMMUNITY GOUNCIL Wh 3
‘ at can you do for the cabdriver
CHAUFFEUR LICENSE HOLDERS 4 , ,_
movement?
;>v_u__nm5n In oa:mzo: R

, : T Name: Phone:

First N : Middle N : Last N : o
irst Name iddle Name nﬂmn mmBmz _WENLH
auffeur No:
Male [1 Female [ Lease Driver: Yes L1 No O Dri - _m ﬂ :
river's License No: } ﬁ. M ) cna
Current Address: C 1001 H@Em mﬂﬂgw
City: State: ZIP Code: ﬂu QEE;_H- @wuﬁ
Cell Phone: e-mail: Home/Other Phone: ]
Statistical Information (optional) b E U Become a Steward for a particular restaurant, 4-6 Hours/Month
U.S Citizen:  Yes L1 No [ Date of Birth: Native Language: garage, VVethnic £roup or airp ort
Registered to Vote:  Yes [1 No [ Birthplace: m Maintain a Bulletin Board 1 Hour/Month
Are you a medallion owner? Yes O nold 1f yes, what is the medallion number? .
How long have you driven a cab? Years o Distribute ﬁ—u\OHM\ @OMH@H S Om.,‘mﬁ Ended
Do you have experience in any activities for human rights, or any activist history such as mentioned in our mission statement? If yes, please give a . . i
brief description of your experience: D Uu@ﬁﬂm@ﬁw@ CH,OO <Om0@ 1-3 Hours/Month
o >, U Write a testimonial for the paper in your own Occasional
| Emergency Contact language, or in English |
Emergency Contact (relative or friend): Phone Number: . . -
, m:iBmQ Oﬂgmwmmo:‘ mumnm?m:nM»m_mmmonﬂ,mwno:n:nn:;.,a. g oy D mﬂwgﬁ.‘ mﬁgﬁwmm WOM ﬁ?@ GHOG M\Om@@ Occeasional
UTCC is a not-for-profit organization. Its mission is to increase the prestige of the taxi driving profession through . . .
community service, education, and awareness, and to work towards the economic progress and improved social welfare U OHMNEHNQ a Bamﬁﬁm with members of your 2-4 Hours/Month
of taxi drivers, their families, and their communities by providing assistance in enforcing their rights, including civil, - .
political, social, economic, legal, and human rights. OM\U%WQ, community (at a garage, restaurant,
church, mosque, €tc
« UTCC members will reflect the highest possible customer service standards without prejudice. ? que, v
«  UTCC members will stand united behind its mission and promote membership for mutual benefit. L1 Organize and attend meetings with your Occasional but firm
. comimi

« UTCC members will adhere to all laws of the nation and its democratic principles. Alderman mitment
e F T  signamre /% T & W Gather Petition Signatures Open Ended
By signing below, I acknowledge that I have read and understand UTCC’s Mission and Code of Conduct, and agree to uphold the principles and values .
of equality, justice, unity and honesty for the UTCC's mission. L4 Recruit new members to UTCC Owumﬂ Faded
I authorize the verification of the information provided on this form and I hereby declare the foregoing information to be true. I have received a copy D .._ R . .
of this application: Yes 1 No [ oin an Issue Committee for an issue that 2-4 Hours/Month

Signature of applicant: Date: Eﬁwm.wm\mw u\Oﬁ
: , S e , Yearly membership fee: $120.00 ) 1 . . .
T would like'to enclose a tax deductible contribution of §_ £ the Taxi Drivers Legal Fund “Account | Join the UTCC mﬁwmﬂwﬁm Committee 4-6 Hours/Month
Payment Type: check O creditcard O moneyorder O cash O :
Received by: Amount Received: $ Verified by: Receipt Number:




CITY OF CHICAGO
DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS AFFAIRS AND
CONSUMER PROTECTION .
PUBLIC VEHICLE OPERATIONS FACILITY || Dofe Received:
2350 WEST OGDEN, FIRST FLOOR
CHICAGO, IL 60608 Processed By:

OFFICE USE:

Tel: 312.746.4300 CSR#:
Fax: 312.746.9406
www.cityofchicago.org/bacp

. Please complete ALL information requested below. Failure to do so may result in a delay or
rejection of your complaint.

. After completing, please sign and date the form. I your complaint is not legible or is not
signed, your complaint will not be processed.

. If action is taken as a result of your complaint, you will be notified.

YOUR INFORMATION

NAME
ADDRESS CITY STATE Z1r CODE
DAYTIME TELEPHONE NO. EVENING TELEPHONE NO. E-MAIL

INFORMATION REGARDING THE BUSINESS OR PERSON YOU ARE Wm_uO_w._._ZQ

TYPE OF BUSINESS (check box): O Medallion Owner ~ DAffiliation 0 License Manager/Broker O Radio Dispatcher O Other

NAME OF BUSINESS

ADDRESS OF BUSINESS TELEPHONE NO.

NAME OF CONTACT PERSON/MANAGER

PLEASE MAIL OR FAX TO:
DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS AFFAIRS AND CONSUMER PROTECTION
PUBLIC VEHICLE OPERATIONS FACILITY
2350 WEST OGDEN, FIRST FLOOR
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60608
FAX: 312-746-9406 E-MAIL: BACPPV@cityofchicago.org
NOTE: IF YOU ARE FAXING THIS FORM, PLEASE INCLUDE A FAX COVER PAGE

_
e T ——

PLEASE DESCRIBE IN DETAIL EXACTLY WHAT HAPPENED:

(You may aftach additiondl sheets)

BEFORE SUBMITTING, PLEASE ATTACH ANY SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION
(RECEIPTS, INVOICES, LETTERS, FRONT AND BACK OF CANCELLED CHECKS, PICTURES, ADVERTISEMENTS, ETC.)

READ THE FOLLOWING BEFORE SIGNING: The Department of Business Affairs and
Consumer Protection enforces laws governed by the City of Chicago Municipal Code to protect
consumers and businesses from unfair and deceptive practices. | understand that i | have any
questions regarding this complaint and my legal rights | should contact a private aftorney. | affirm
that the above stated information is frue and accurdte to the best of my ability.

Signature Date Submitted



