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Courage is Grace 

Under Pressure 

Strength and Growth 

Come Only Through 

Continuous  

Effort and Struggle 

 

 

I n the past year, some traveling customers have had to miss their flights due to the heavy traffic congestion en-route in-

to the OôHare airport terminals. Previously, most traveling 

customers from Chicago downtown to OôHare airport always 

set aside at least an hour for the commute due to normal traf-

fic, however, that is no more the case. Depending on the day 

and time, you may need an extra 30 to 45mins to get to the 

terminals from I-190W, to board your flight.  

By Rocky Orok 

Rideshare's Traffic Mayhem at O'Hare  
Shows Need for Chicago Cap 

New York Caps Uber and Lyft Cars 
By Emma G. Fitzsimmons  New York Times 

N ew York became the first major American city on Wednesday to halt new vehicle licenses for ride-hail services, dealing a 
significant setback to Uber in its largest market in the United 
States. 

The legislation passed overwhelmingly by the City Council will 
cap the number of for-hire vehicles for a year while the city stud-
ies the booming industry. The bills also allow New York to set a 
minimum pay rate for drivers. 

Uber has become one of Silicon Valleyôs biggest success stories 
and changed the way people across the globe get around. But it 
has faced increased scrutiny from government regulators and 
struggled to overcome its image as a company determined to grow 
at all costs with little regard for its impact on cities. 

UTCC Calls For Rideshare Limit 
N ew York is the first city in the country to place a cap on new ride share hires for a year. The New York City Council im-posed the ban on August 7th, after an intensive campaign of demonstrations and lobbying by our friends the New York 

Taxi Workers Alliance. The one year ban will "stop the influx of cars contributing to the congestion grinding our streets to a 

halt," said Mayor Bill deBlasio. A second ordinance calls for paying ride share drivers more than the minimum wage. A recent 

study showed they were making less. After the measures were passed, Uber executive director Dara Khosrowshahi flew to 

Chicago and met with the editorial boards of the Sun Times and the Tribune, urging them to oppose such measures here. The 

strategy backfired at the Sun-Times, which editorialized on August 10th that Chicago should follow New York's lead on the 

minimum wage issue, and chastised Uber as a multi billion dollar company cheating it's drivers.  

 The UTCC responded to the editorial with a letter to the editor which the Sun Times published August 14.  

"We very much appreciate your Friday editorial about the pay for Uber drivers, "Take a Cue from New 

York." It's clear that ride share companies like Uber and Lyft must be regulated, as more than 100,000 of 

their cars now flood are streets. You support making sure these drivers make a living wage.  

 We hope you also will support a one=year moratorium on their hiring new drivers, as the New York 

City Council did last week. We are demanding such a suspension here so that we can carefully assess what 

must be done bring some rationality to our traffic problems. We hope you will join us in that effort.  

See Page  4 

See Page  6 

UTCCôS Platform to Leveling the Playing Field - Common Sense Corner - Conventions List -  Palestine a long winding 

Road - New NYC regulations on Uber and Lyft a Victory for Union Organizing - Drivers of the month 

Fayez Khozindar, Executive Director 

Victory for the New York Taxi Workers Alliance (See page 6) 
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O 
n December 2014, Mayor Rahm Emanuel appointed a group of 
experienced City of Chicago taxicab drivers and representatives 
from the Department of Business Affairs and Consumer Protec-

tion (BACP) to the Taxicab Driver Fairness Task Force.  

 The goal was to review the current laws that regulate taxicab 
drivers and discuss the possibilities of introducing new laws, regula-
tion, policies, and procedures to insure fairness to the drivers and the 
owners alike. 

 Since UTCC has a representative (Javaid Ahmed) to this Task 
Force, we made it a religious habit to attend its meetings whenever the 
City decided to hear from the drivers or whenever the Cityôs officials 
donôt know what to do when facing a dilemma in the transportation in-
dustry. 

 On Wednesday, August 6th, 2018, at 11:00 AM. I have attended 
such a meeting at the BACP office on Ogden Avenue, where seven out 
of the original twelve drivers were at hand for the meeting.  

 When I arrived at the meeting room, I passed to the attendees a 
copy of UTCC VOICE and I told them to open it on page 3, where we 
published our eight-point platform to discuss as an agenda for the 
meeting to reform the transportation industry. At that point I heard 
Peter Enger and Karen Chamberlain saying that those point are within 
an agenda Peter Enger is presenting to the meeting. I was taken for a 
little bit and confused for a momenté I know that our Chris Chandler 
has started this process, and I know that Chris has started with ten 
points and after he was talking to Peter about such a reform, Chris de-
cided to reduce it to eight points. Itôs a fact that UTCC is the one who 
started this process, and I thought that no matter who would present it 
to the City for consideration, it is okay with us, as long as we would 
have a positive outcome.   

 The City of Chicago was represented by Rupal Babit, and the 
Commissioner Rosa Escareno who chose to be on the phone listening 
and more often talking and lecturing the attendees with unclear voice 
over a squeaky phone speaker. 

 Peter started to read his first point, and since the Commissioner 
was on the speaker phone, Rupal asked him to move closer to the table 
so Ms. Escareno can hear him clearly. He continued reading and the 
Commissioner continue to lecture the group with boring unclear com-
ment, dumping all kind of obstacles in front of any and all meaningful 
reform drivers asked for. 

 By the end of the meeting, a member of the Task Force asked Ru-
pal this question: why is no one from the City is taking minutes during 
these meetings? Rupal replied; why donôt you. 

 Imagine!  The Mayorôs Taxicab Driver Fairness Task Force comes 
and goes, and no one is taking official minutes! 

 We know that the City is doing what the Mayor want them to do, 
and the officials take whatever good ideas the drivers give them and 
dump the rest of a meaningful reform that would regulate the Trans-
portation network Providers (TNP). 

 

THIS IS NO LONGER A ñFAIRNESSò TASK FORCE! 

THE MAYORôS TAXICAB DRIV-
ER FAIRNESS TASK FORCE HAS 
BECOME USELESS! 



1) Impose an immediate one year cap on  

rideshare vehicles  such as Uber and Lyft. 

( The New York City Council approved such a hir-

ing freeze there last week. There are some 150,000 

ride share drivers licensed by the City of Chicago. 

The companies continue to recruit, flooding the 

streets with vehicles and causing less and less in-

come for cab drivers and ride share drivers alike. 

New York is taking a pause to study the problem, 

and so should we.)  

2) Conduct an immediate audit of the city's 

taxi and rideshare businesses. (The basic 

facts are hard to learn. How many cab medallions 

are currently in use, how many in court, and how 

many held by the city ? How many rideshare driv-

ers are currently licensed, and how many are driv-

ing over 20 hours a week ? The audits should be 

conducted every three months, to determine trends 

and effects.) 

3) Require rideshare drivers to have cur-

rent Illinois licenses and drive cars regis-

tered in Illinois. ( If you look at the cars of ride 

share drivers waiting at O'Hare you will see that 

many of their licenses are from out of state: Indi-

ana. Wisconsin, even Kentucky and Iowa. Their 

fees and taxes do not benefit Chicago. Ride share 

vehicles should be registered in Illinois, and ride 

share drivers should have a current Illinois license.)  

4) Require rideshare drivers to pay the Airport 

Departure Tax. (All vehicles serving the public 

at the airports must pay the $4 Airport Depar-

ture Tax, except for the rideshares. Taxis. Subur-

ban cabs, limos, shuttle buses, everyone except Uber 

and Lyft. Why ? The City's Finance Department notified 

the ride share companies they would have to pay the fee 

when the City Council opened the airports to them in 

2015. But then Mayor Rahm Emanuel was illegally lob-

bied by Uber (according to the Better Government As-

sociation) and exempted rideshares from the tax. The 

new revenue should be dedicated to a fund to compen-

sate medallion owners who have suffered huge losses in 

their value due to City policies, and then to a fund for 

the health and welfare of cab and rideshare drivers. The 

city should pass an ordinances to require the payments, 

and state law should be amended to provide for the me-

dallion owners and cab drivers.)  

5) Increase the City tax on rideshare trips to $1. 

(Alderman Anthony Beale, City Council Transportation 

Committee chairman, argued for a $1 tax on all 

rideshare fares last year, but the current rate is only 55 

cents. This will more than compensate the City for any 

lost income from other items here.)  

 

6) Reduce all of the City's special fees for cabs 

to $1 each for the next three years. ( Cab compa-

nies are going bankrupt, and the number of taxis on the 

street has shrunk to about half of what it was five years 

ago. This is a direct result of City policies. It makes no 

sense to keep fees that make the situation even worse.)  

7) All cabdriver's traffic offenses should be as-

signed to Cook County Circuit Court, unless a 

driver specifically asks for a municipal hear-

ing. ( Cabdrivers, mostly immigrants, are treated like 

second class citizens at what is commonly called the 

"Kangaroo Court" at 400 W.Superior. Their cases are 

heard by part time lawyers serving as judges. These 

"judges" side with the city in virtually every case. It's a 

disgrace. Cabdrivers should have the same rights as 

everyone else. Uber and Lyft drivers are not sent to this 

so-called "court.")  

8) The cab companies agree to share the direct 

savings from item 6 with the drivers, and to 

provide free car washes for their vehicles. (The 

direct savings come to some $2,000 a year. 

Owner operators will gain the whole sum. Clean cabs 

benifit the business, and affiliations can provide their 

own washes or get volume discounts from car wash 

companies.) 
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UTCCôS UPDDATED PLATFORM TO LEVEL THE 

PLAYING FIELD FOR TAXIS AND RIDESHARES  



By Rocky Orok 

September - October Volume 11, Issue 5 

4   UNITED TAXIDRIVERS COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

I 
n the past, the passenger bottleneck use to be inside the terminals, however, due to the technological innova-

tion, resulting in extended traffic congestion at the airport, we now have overcrowding inside the airport and 

outside on the curbside. Too many cars heading to the airport at peak hours have worsened the problems for 

the commuters. We now have thousands of rideshare drivers heading to and out of the airport arrival termi-

nals creating traffic bottlenecks on the inbound and outbound lanes of the airport in addition to blocking traffic ac-

cess to the arrival terminals. 

 Most airports like 

OôHare were initially built to 

handle a certain amount of 

passenger traffic with possi-

ble 50-80 percent projected 

increase in the future. How-

ever, Chicago OôHare airport 

like most other big airports 

have seen between 300-500 

percent increases in passen-

ger traffic within the last 5 

years. The recent increase of 

curbside passengers at 

OôHare airport is mostly due 

to the number of passengers 

being dropped off and picked 

up at the terminals by the rideshare companies like Uber and Lyft. The arrangement by the City of Chicago and the 

Department of Aviation to allow the rideshare companies to pick up and drop off at the departure terminal in our 

opinion is a wrong decision that has resulted in traffic gridlock and passenger bottleneck at the terminal.  

 This decision has also defeated the idea of previously alleviating the traffic and passenger congestion in the 

past that resulted in the creation of the cell phone lot, the remote parking, the automated people mover and the 

rental car shuttles. It is like recreating the past problem in a new way. 

Safety Concerns 

 The inexperience of the rideshare drivers has created more gridlock around the airport terminals as more 

people are choosing not to drive their cars to the airport parking lot or to use the public transit system. 

 Unlike the taxis, shuttles and bus drivers, most of the rideshare drivers are untrained and unprofessional in 

their driving habits thereby causing more confusion and commotion around the terminals. Some of them drop pas-

sengers off right in the middle of moving traffic lanes creating a safety hazard for the passengers, the drivers behind 

and the traffic control aide. Sometimes, passengers running 

late for their flight would suddenly open up the car door and 

drag their luggage across several lanes of traffic while avoid-

ing being hit by other drivers trying to maneuver around 

them. This situation increases the anger and frustration be-

tween the pedestrians and the motorist competing for the 

same space thereby compromising the safety of all. More of-

ten than not, sometimes the terminals are so congested that 

the traffic control aides are unable to perform their duties 

due to traffic gridlock. At anytime that you have pedestrians 

and driversô competing for the same space, safety becomes a 

top concern that cannot be overlooked.  

 In addition, the consistent gridlock of vehicles moving slowly on the arrival level of the terminals is a concern 

for the sustainable durability and service life of the terminal infrastructures. The construction design and structure 

of the arrival level was to accommodate constantly moving vehicles with some vehicles intermittently stopping to 

drop off passengers at the entrances. The construction was not meant to hold that many stationary vehicles at the 

same time as this will ultimately affect the service life of the terminal. 
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